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Current situation of community participation in national park

construction: A case study in Sanjiangyuan National Park

LI Huimei', WANG Shihan', LI Rongjie', REN Mingxun’
(1. College of Ecological Environment and Resources, Qinghai Normal University, Xining, Qinghai 810007;
2. College of Ecology and Environment, Hainan University, Haikou, Hainan 570228, China)

Abstract: Community participation is a key to realize the coordinated development of ecological protection and
community in national parks. Herdsman’s cognition of and participatory willingness for protection of national
parks are important influencing factors of community participation behavior. A survey was made of the
cognition of and the participatory willingness of the herdsmen in the communities to the ecological protection
in Sanjiangyuan National Park, based on which the current situation and problems of community participation
in Sanjiangyuan National Park were analyzed. The analysis showed that the herdsmen in the communities have
a high awareness of ecological protection, which is the result of the joint influence of environmental protection
publicity and Tibetan ecological culture. The herdsman’s participation behavior is not only in line with the
hypothesis of ‘rational economic man’, but also due to a sense of belonging and local attachment under the
influence of traditional ecological culture, and it also shows the characteristics of altruism and mutual aid.
Herdsman’s participation behavior is not completely consistent with the willingness of the herdsmen to protect
the natural park, that is a reflection of the incompatibility between community ecological protection and
community development. Herdsman’s participation is not so high in the communities, with symbolic or fake
participation. It is therefore recommended to improve the community co-management mechanism and build a
diversified participation path to include the government, the market and the whole society so as to realize the

sustainable protection and development of Sanjiangyuan National Park.
Keywords: national park; Sanjiangyuan; community participation; participation behavior
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